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Jamie is a longtime Denver journalist, 
author, and trained naturalist. She has 
earned degrees in creative writing and 
law from DePauw University and the 
University of Denver. 

Jamie became a freelance writer after 
moving to Denver in 2007. She 
contributes regularly to The Denver 
Post, among other local and regional 
publications, and her article on the 
Bradford Toll Road was published in 
Historically JeffCo magazine last year.

She’s also written several outdoor 
guidebooks and is currently working on 
a fourth adult nonfiction title that’s all 
about the mental health benefits of 
walking outdoors. 



Forgotten Trails: 
The Story of Jeffco’s “Terrible” Toll Road

by Jamie Siebrase



Author’s Note:
Raised in the Midwest, I’m a longtime journalist, author, and college 
writing instructor. I’ve written several Falcon guidebooks, including 
Hiking with Kids Colorado: 52 Great Hikes for Families, Mythbusting the 
Great Outdoors: What’s True and What’s Not?, and Exploring Colorado 
with Kids: 71 Field Trips + 142 Nature-Inspired Activities. I’m currently 
working on a new nonfiction title that’s all about the mental health 
benefits of walking and rolling outdoors. My debut picture book, 
Tonight! A Bedtime Book, is an educational story about baby animals 
and their habitats.

I have degrees in creative writing and law from DePauw University and 
the University of Denver, respectively, and I’m also a trained naturalist. 

Please note: I AM NOT A HISTORIAN! 

I’m simply a curious person. I love reading historical fiction, and learning 
about local history is definitely an interest and passion of mine.

https://www.falconguides.com/author/jamie-siebrase/
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493047567/Hiking-with-Kids-Colorado-52-Great-Hikes-for-Families-First-Edition
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493047567/Hiking-with-Kids-Colorado-52-Great-Hikes-for-Families-First-Edition
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493063475/Mythbusting-the-Great-Outdoors-What's-True-and-What's-Not
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493063475/Mythbusting-the-Great-Outdoors-What's-True-and-What's-Not
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493079957/Outdoor-Family-Destinations-Guide-to-Colorado
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493079957/Outdoor-Family-Destinations-Guide-to-Colorado
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493073214/Tonight-A-Bedtime-Book
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493073214/Tonight-A-Bedtime-Book


My Writing Process 
AKA How I Approach 
Historical Journalism… 



There were STACKS of old letters available in our digital archive, but these 
would have taken a whole lot of time to get through…. 



SO…

I mainly relied on 
several books 
covering the era, as 
well as newspaper 
clips and internal 
letters. 





Setting the Scene
➔ “For two hours our exertion to make our 

horses go any other way than backwards 

proved futile.” - Surveyor S.G. Jones

Fact: Transportation in the 1860s was slow 
and difficult!

➔ A Promise
Bradford’s toll road was supposed to 
offer a faster route to mining towns

➔ The Reality
The road quickly became notorious for 
its steep and dangerous climbs



Life was harder, transportation was slower, and the word “terrible” 
didn’t even begin to describe the routes that took intrepid 
travelers from Denver to High Country placer mines…. 



The Birth of Bradford City 
● In 1859, Robert Boyles Bradford 

purchased land in Ken-Caryl Valley
● Bradford built a stagecoach stop 

and home (the Bradford/Perley House)  
● Bradford City was mostly hype

○ Advertised as "flourishing" with up to 100 houses
○ First-hand accounts varied wildly
○ Some travelers remember camping near 

the homestead
 



A Timeline 
from the 
Ken Caryl 
Historical 
Society





Another shot of the 
Bradford-Perley House (far 
right) and outbuildings, 
taken from rocks 
northwest of the house, 
early 1900s



The 
Floorplan:





Bradford was an 
enterprising man. 
BEFORE LONG he 
got it into his head that 
he’d make his fortune by 
building a toll road through 
his land.

The Road to Riches?



This Less 
Detailed Map 

Shows the Path 
from Auraria to 

Bradford 
Junction





Bradford Toll 
Road (circa early 
1900s)

● Description:
○ Steep and treacherous, 

up to a 13% grade.
○ Switchbacks eased the 

climb but didn’t 
eliminate the danger.

● Anthony’s Account:
○ "At some points the road 

looks dangerous and if 
an accident happens 
certain destruction 
awaits…"



Here’s what it 
looks like today:



Expectation vs. Reality
“Bradford hill … is 
about three miles 
long and winds 
and zig-zags in 
every direction.” 

“A good day’s 
mountain 
travel with 
oxen…”

“...The steep hill is 
before us and the 
inquiry naturally 
arises how are we 
to get up?”



Diary entries 
from miners 
were priceless
He has his visiting customers speak 
their camera issues into the app. 

He’s able to give them a friendly,  
personalized experience by 
understanding exactly what they need.



The Cost of 
Construction
● Construction and Operation

○ Built using preexisting miner trails and 
Ute paths.

○ Opened officially in March 1860.
● Toll Fees:

○ $1.50 per wagon ($56.45 today).
○ Free passage for funerals and 

churchgoers.
○ Road reportedly earned $500 per week.



A detailed description 
of the route, as 
published in The 
Western Mountaineer





The Toll Road’s Decline
● Maintenance Challenges:

○ Frequent washouts
○ heavy erosion

● Competition:
○ Turkey Creek Wagon Road (Highway 285 today) 

opened in 1867
○ Bradford’s road ultimately fell into disrepair



“Someday people will 
come out here and see 
this place, and they will 
call it Bradford's Folly!"
–Bradford





Thank you for joining 
me tonight!

Any questions or comments?

Contact Info:

jamie.siebrase@gmail.com

jamie-siebrase.com

@JamieSiebrase (Insta/FB)

mailto:jamie.siebrase@gmail.com

