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Event Speaker

Jamie Siebrase

Jamie is a longtime Denver journalist,
author, and trained naturalist. She has
earned degrees in creative writing and
law from DePauw University and the
University of Denver.

Jamie became a freelance writer after
moving to Denver in 2007. She
contributes regularly to The Denver
Post, among other local and regional
publications, and her article on the
Bradford Toll Road was published in
Historically JeffCo magazine last year.

She’s also written several outdoor
guidebooks and is currently working on
a fourth adult nonfiction title that’s all
about the mental health benefits of
walking outdoors.
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Forgotten Tra

The Story of Jeffco




Author's Note:

Raised in the Midwest, 'm a longtime journalist, author, and college
writing instructor. I've written several Falcon guidebooks, including
Hiking with Kids Colorado: 52 Great Hikes for Families, Mythbusting the
Great Outdoors: What's True and What's Not?, and Exploring Colorado
with Kids: 71 Field Trips + 142 Nature-Inspired Activities. I'm currently
working on a new nonfiction title that's all about the mental health
benefits of walking and rolling outdoors. My debut picture book,
Tonight! A Bedtime Book, is an educational story about baby animals

and their habitats. z H Exploring
£ HIKING WITH KIDS Mythbusting the [ Colorado
] Colorado Great Outdoors E] with Kids

52 Graat Hikes for Families 71 Fiold Trios + 142 Nature-nspired Actvities

What’s True and What’s Not?

| have degrees in creative writing and law from DePauw University and
the University of Denver, respectively, and I'm also a trained naturalist. o Avatanches

M The North star

Please note: | AM NOT A HISTORIAN! O (i

™ Lightning

M keeping warm

I'm simply a curious person. | love reading historical fiction, and learning 3 T ™ sears
about local history is definitely an interest and passion of mine. =


https://www.falconguides.com/author/jamie-siebrase/
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493047567/Hiking-with-Kids-Colorado-52-Great-Hikes-for-Families-First-Edition
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493047567/Hiking-with-Kids-Colorado-52-Great-Hikes-for-Families-First-Edition
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493063475/Mythbusting-the-Great-Outdoors-What's-True-and-What's-Not
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493063475/Mythbusting-the-Great-Outdoors-What's-True-and-What's-Not
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493079957/Outdoor-Family-Destinations-Guide-to-Colorado
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493079957/Outdoor-Family-Destinations-Guide-to-Colorado
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493073214/Tonight-A-Bedtime-Book
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493073214/Tonight-A-Bedtime-Book
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Learning about Mount Sanitas on the
challenging trails and at the hhrnry

My Writing Process

AKA How | Approach
Historical Journalism..
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There were STACKS of old letters available in our digital archive, but these
would have taken a whole lot of time to get through....
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The Rocky Mountain
GOLD REGIONS

BY

S. W.Burt & E. L. Bexrnoun
pENVER, 1861

REPRODUCED TN FACSIMILE
FROM THE COPY IN THE
Covorapo Srark HrstonicaL SocieTy
Lizrany

WITH INTRODUCTORY NOTES BY
Jayes G. HoDGSON, PH.D., F.L.A.
Emeritus Director of Libraries
Colorado State University

1 PuBLisuiNG CoMPANY
VER, COLORADO
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blication: Rocky Mountain News (Denver, Denver County); Date:1860 Od
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Setting the Scene

=>  “For two hours our exertion to make our
horses go any other way than backwards
proved futile.” - Surveyor S.G. Jones

Fact: Transportation in the 1860s was slow
and difficult!

= APromise
Bradford's toll road was supposed to
offer a faster route to mining towns

The Reality

The road quickly became notorious for
its steep and dangerous climbs




Life was harder, transportation was slower, and the word “terrible”
didn't even begin to describe the routes that took intrepid
travelers from Denver to High Country placer mines...
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CURRENT WAGES IN COLO- m
RADO.

class, are working
| ple, always busy. B
no place nes,
| There is always work of

some kind for all those
who honestly seek it.
Make a name for hon-
esty, sobriety and relia-
bility, and you can soon
attain any position. and
salary that your abilities
will warrant. If you are
not such a person, .ms
away from Colorado, an
let your friends, if you
have any, support you
in idleness.

Railroad Laborers,

$1.50 to $2.25 ger day.
Rockmen, $2.50 to

$3.00 per day.
Sp;k‘:eru. $3.00t0 $2.60
r da

per day.

Heclers_and Car-men
$2.00 to $2.50 per day.
This class of men are
always in demand.

Quarrymen, $2.00 to
$2.25 per day.

Wagonmakers, $2.00

$3.00 per day.
Blackemiths, $2.00 o

$8.00 Jer day.

TRoofers, $2.00 to$ 8.00
per day.

Carpenters, $2.00 to
$8.50 per d-dy.

Brickyard Hands,
$1.75 to $2.50 per day.

B’récskoMmﬂgen. $2.50
to $3.50 per day.

Foundr; l\f:mldeni.

.00 per day.

Tinners, $2.25 to $8.00
per day.

Men in Smelters, $1.75
to $3.50 per day.

Swnacntten.;i.wlnr

dny.
\ "ény Laborers, $1.50
to

g

Coloradoans, s & |

MOUNT OF THE HOLY CROSS.—THOS. MUBAN.



The Birth of Bradford City

In 1859, Robert Boyles Bradford
purchased land in Ken-Caryl Valley
e Bradford built a stagecoach stop
and home (the Bradford/Perley House)
e Bradford City was mostly hype

o Advertised as "flourishing” with up to 100 houses

o First-hand accounts varied wildly ‘

o Some travelers remember camping near
the homestead




Bradford-Perley House

The Bradford-Perley House (extreme right) and outbuildings James Adams Perley and family in front of the

Robert Boyles Bradford (photo taken from rocks northwest of the house, early 1900s) Bradford-Perley House, early |900s
about 1870
1859 Robert Boyles Bradford moves from Lexington, Missouri, to Denver, begins a retail business,

later obtains land in the foothills southwest of Denver, and plans the Bradford Wagon Road
from Denver into the mountains.

ca 1860 The smaller (western) portion of the Bradford House is built.

s in operation until it is bypassed by the easier

is business in Denver, moves to the stone house, and begins grazing
potatoes and turnips. He also plants an apple and peach orchard. The
an occasional stopping place for travelers on the Bradford Wagon Road.

e Bradford House is a site for recruiting soldiers for the Union Army.
1872 The larger (eastern) portion of the house is completed.

1876 Robert Boyles Bradford dies.

Timeline
rom the
en Caryl|
Istorical
oclety






Another shot of the
Bradford-Perley House (far
right) and outbuildings,
taken from rocks
northwest of the house,
early 1900s




The
Floorplan:

ORIGINAL
1860 HOUSE

SCALE =1:35

Fig. 1 General Plan of the Bradford-Perley House
(5JF997). Numbered Yellow Squares Indicate Excavation
Units







Bradford was an
enterprising man.

BEFORE LONG he

got it into his head that
ed make his fortune by
uilding a toll road through
Is land.
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This Less

Detailed Map
Shows the Path
from Auraria to

Bradford
Junction

-

WG_\?/.« L’,i"

Bradford ToII Road ’(1 861)
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May 15, '75
12469 W. 17th Ave.
Lakewood,Colo.
80215

Dear Blondie and Norman,

Here's the information on the Bradford
road: "A toll road running 14 miles south
of Denver claimed the shortest route to the
mines, and that by 18 miles. Maj. Robert
Bradford and the Denver, Auraria and South
Park Wagon Road Co. received one of the ear-
liest wagon road charters from the Jefferson
Territorial Legislature on Dec. 7,1859.

The route crossed the Platte River at
Larimer and lst. St., angled southwest at
Knox Ct., out Alameda to Bear Creek w}iichr
forded at Pennsylvania Crossing, then west
through the Hogback and Weaver Gulch, thence
past Colorow Cave and over to Bradford. This
made Territorial Road Aug. 15, 1862. Iéﬁ?%l—
lowed Dutchman Creek directly in back of the
Bradford House, up the mountains. Tollgate
was 15 miles from Denver, at Bradford. Then,
up North Fork of the South Platte River to
Hamilton and Breckenridge on the mainline.

When the road throug h Turkey Creek Can-
yon was completed, Bradford Rd. fell into
disuse - because of the "terrible Bradford
hill"™ and Colorow's band of Utes which hid

in the cave and attacked passing wagons.
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Bradford Toll
Road (circa early
1900s)

e Description:

o Steep and treacherous,
up to a 13% grade.

o Switchbacks eased the
climb but didn't
eliminate the danger.

e Anthony’s Account:

o "At some points the road
looks dangerous and if
an accident happens
certain destruction
awaits..."
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Expectation vs. Reality

“A gOOd day's ".The steep hillis

S Ibefo.re us and the
Inquiry naturally

travel with arises how are we
oxen.." to get up?”

‘Bradford hill .. is
about three miles
long and winds
and zig-zags in
every direction.’




THIS SOLDIER LIFE

April 14

Have been on watter fatigue today. There was another detale of twenty
men called for out of this company today so I volunteered again. We are to
take twenty days rations this time. I wonder if we will be more than four
days gone! I hope so any way. I went down town and got my horse shod and
took that book to Mr. Gaffney this afternoon.

April 15

We got started about nine o’clock this morning. First we went down
town and then went out on the road towards bear creek to the bridge
across the platte and waited for our commanders who are Lie’t’s Wilson
and Oster.*! From there we took the bearcrek road to the Pennsylvania
ranche and from there to Bradford, where we are camped. It is about
fifteen miles* from denver. There are twenty of Co. E with us. We left our

sabers at home this time.

April 16
We left Bradford this morning and took the Tarryall road* first—up

Bradford hill into the mountains which is about three miles long and winds |
and zigzags in every direction. (That is the road.) After which we have come |
down gulches up ravines and through pine timber all day. At last we came

down about two miles to the platt and camped. We traveled about thirty

miles.

Oh! a life in the mountains,
Where the scene ever changes
As you traverse the ranges
And breathe the pure air

So wholesome and rare

And drink from pure fountains

So much better than stopping
In city or town

Where people throng

With their stacks and wares

Their fabrics and shares
Their railroading. trading and shopping!

Our horses had n
forty horses.

April17

We broke camp al
the north branch of t|
times. It is about as la
covered with spires rai
it and the south fork ¢
watter. We have camp
been rather cool today
yet. There are patches
No corse tonight.

April 18

After travailing ab
into the south park.* It
bason of prarie surrou
with hills in the southe:
Arkansas, and twenty (
and look black in the ¢
end. We left Taryall abc
twenty five miles. It is a
been pretty windy to da

Sunday April 19

Ten of our Compan
five days rations on our
had a pony stole two nig
on the Canon Citty roac
known facts to be the tr
into the mountains in a
ponies but no guerillas. 1
[last two words unintelli

April 20
We remained in cam;

and had some fine sport
after leaving camp. 2

GREAT LABOR (BOTH OF SPIRIT AND FLESH) OF
KEEPING UP THE FAILING COURAGE OF OUR
ANIMALS. OUR BREAD WAS AT AN END, BUT
COLONEL BRADFORD’S RANCHE, WITH ITS STATELY
STONE RESIDENCE, SEEMED TO OFFER INDEFINITE
SUPPLIES; SO, AFTER UNSADDLING BESIDE THE
ROCK AND TURNING THE BEASTS LOOSE TO
GRAZE, WE CALLED UPON THE COLONEL IN A
BODY. HE KINDLY GAVE US ALL HE HAD - NOT
BREAD, BUT FLOUR AND SODA AND BUNCH OF
ONIONS FROM THE GARDEN, AND A WASH-BASIN
FULL OF LETTUCE. MOREOVER, WE HAD
UNLIMITED WATER FROM A SPRING IN THE
GARDEN, AND MILK FROM THE DAIRY. THE
COLONEL IS JUSTLY PROUD OF HIS RANCHE, THE
LOCATION OF WHICH IS WONDERFULLY
PICTURESQUE.! «



The Cost of
Construction

e Construction and Operation
o Built using preexisting miner trails and
Ute paths.
o Opened officially in March 1860.
e Toll Fees:
o $1.50 per wagon ($56.45 today).
o Free passage for funerals and
churchgoers.
o Road reportedly earned $500 per week.
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FROM THE WESTERN MOUNTAINEER OF JULY 5, —

1860.

“ THE ROAD IS BEING VIGOROUSLY PUSHED A detailed descri ption

THROUGH FROM TARRYALL TO THE BLUE. THERE

IS ALSO A ROAD BUILDING FROM TARRYALL

DIRECTLY TO THE BLUE RIVER MINES..THE ST. V., Of the route aS

G. C., AND COLORADO ROAD HAS TWO BRANCHES; ’

THE FIRST LEADING IN FROM MT. VERNON IS . .

ABOUT 7 MILES IN LENGTH. IT JOINS THE FORMER

ROAD AT A POINT ABOUT 7 MILES FROM GOLDEN pLI bI IShed In The
CITY..THE SECOND BRANCH LEADS IN FROM

BRADFORD, AND IS SOME 15 MILES IN LENGTH. .
THIS BRANCH CONNECTS ITSELF WITH THE ST. V., W t M t

G. C. AND COLORADO ROAD SOME 25 MILES FROM eS ern Oun a’neer
GOLDEN CITY, AND IS TOLLED ONE DOLLAR. “

THIS REPORT IS FROM A MAN NAMED PRIUS FROM
MISSOURI CITY.

ALSO FROM BAYARD TAYLOR ON 7/12/1866 FROM
COLORADO;A SUMMER TRIP - NIWOT;( COLORADO
UNIVERSITY PRESS 1989) P.149,50. COMES THE
FOLLOWING: “] SAW SINGLE ROCKS A HUNDRED
FEET SQUARE, AND NEARLY AS HIGH AS TRINITY
SPIRE, WORN INTO THE MOST FANTASTIC
OUTLINES, AND IN SUCH NUMBERS THAT DAYS
MIGHT BE SPENT IN EXAMINING THEM. ON OUR
OWN ROAD THERE WERE SEVERAL DETACHED
SPECIMENS OF LESSER HEIGHT, AND BEYOND
BEAR CREEK TWO LOFTY MASSES OF A RUDE
GOTHIC CHARACTER. THE WONDERS OF COLORADO
HAVE NOT YET BEEN HALF EXPLORED, MUCH LESS
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WHAT IS NECESSARY FOR AN OUTFIT.

The following table comprises the necessaries” for a trip across the
plains. There are o great many other articles that could be enumerated
under the head of luzuries;’ * which we do not deem necessary to publish.
The following is intended for a six months’ outfit for four men.

3 yoke of Oxen @ S75.. 822500 | 1 Skillet, seeeeererenrrenens o 8 1,50
1w agon and Cover, 100,00 ; 8 pairs Blanl\eﬂ
3 Yokes and 3 Chains,..... 1800 4 Water Buckets,....
1 WhID weerneeeesaneee cannnnnns 1,00 9 small Tin Buckets,.......
1 Tent, .cornnmerorenennrnnnanes 15,00 75 feet of ROPe, «ituerennens
10 sacks Flour, woeeeeeeeenee 30.00 6 Table SPoonS, ... voeeee 5
5)0 hs Bacon, ..coeves venenne . 50,00 1 Camp Kettle,.. ;
80 ibs Coffee, coeererneserernns . 12,00 3 Sheets Iron, Lono‘ Tom 5,00
30 1bs Star Candles, ......... 7,00 4 Gold Pans, 3,00
10 108 Telyeereres sieeee sensee 2,00 4 Picks, ..eenne- . 4,00
Yeast Powders,. coeeeeceens 4,00 4 Shovels, ccceecaee senrraacenme 5,00
80 Ths Salt,ceccercenracansionees 1,50 BAEeS, saciuianaies .. 3,00
5 1bs Pepper,.. ceerereemeee 1,00 2 Bread Pans 75
4 bushels Beans, ............ 8,00 1 Wagon Bucket 1,00
10 gals. V megar veee 3,00 Hand Saw and memg
25 Tbs Bar S0ap, ceecreeeeeeee 200 | Knife, . SRR 3,00
25 Ihs Gunpowder ........... 7,50 2 Chisels and Augcr . 8,00
100 1bs Lead, ccovernne veerecnnnne 10,00 1 Dutch Oven for b'u\mrr
Gun Caps. waterproof, .. 1,25 Bread, . e gD
1 gross Matches, ooevnee e 1.00 1 pair Gold Scale ........... 1,50
1 ten gal. Water keg 1,25 | 1 twelve inch Fuo, 40
1 Coffee Mill,........ 75 | 1 Shingling Hatchet,.. 75
9 Coffee Pots, weeererevenenee 1,90 | 1 Crowbar, . . 1,50
8 Tin Plates, ccecreens ansanens 50 | 2 Gimlets,. o 15
8 Tin CUups, seeeeeees seneees i 50 | 10 yds. Cotton Drxllm« - 1,20
2 Frying Pans,........cooeees 1,50 10 1bs Cut and Wro't Nails 85
4 Butchaer Knives 2,50 | 1 Whetstone, .cccoeenrnein oot 20
12 Knives and Fon\s ........ 1,50 |

For Tents. see advertisement of Gilbert, Hubbard & Co.

For Hardware see advertisement of Larrabee & North.
SIS ages T cnn adwvsriicomont of Chas A. Esaton.
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e Maintenance Challenges:
o Frequent washouts
o heavy erosion

e Competition:
o Turkey Creek Wagon Road (Highway 285 today)
opened in 1867
o Bradford's road ultimately fell into disrepair



"Someday people will
come out here and see
this place, and they will
call it Bradford's Folly!"
-Bradford
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Thank you for joining
me tonight!

Any questions or comments?

Contact Info:

[amie.siebrase@gmail.com

jamie-siebrase.com
@JamieSiebrase (Insta/FB)



mailto:jamie.siebrase@gmail.com

